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Prevent Duty 
Risk Assessment and Action Plan

All schools, colleges and registered early years providers are subject to a duty under section 26 of the Counter- Terrorism and Security Act 2015, in the exercise of their functions, to have “due regard to the need to prevent people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism”. This duty is known as the Prevent duty.
All schools, colleges and registered early years providers (as well as other organisations) have a duty to safeguard children from radicalisation and extremism. Children may be susceptible to radicalisation into terrorism. Similar to protecting children from other forms of harms and abuse, protecting children from this risk should be a part of a schools or colleges safeguarding approach.
This risk assessment supports leaders to assess the risk of children being radicalised – including online. For risks identified, actions should be put in place. The Prevent assessment and action plan can be included in existing school action plans.  The plan should be shared and agreed with the governing body and reviewed annually. 

Text highlighted in green should be reviewed and adapted to your individual school’s context. For simplicity, the term ‘school’, ‘headteacher’, ‘governors’ and governing body’ has been used throughout and should 
be adapted to suit your context.

Risk Rating 
Green: Compliant, work on going, Amber: Plan in place /further actions required, Red: Urgent action required 

	
[Insert School Logo] 
Prevent Duty Risk Assessment and Action Plan 2025/26

	Name of School: 

	DSL / Prevent Lead:
	Date of Assessment: 
	Date of Next Review: 

	
National and Local Risks


	Include National and local issues using the North Yorkshire Counter Terrorism Local Plan (CTLP) and information gained from the North Yorkshire Protect and Prevent Locality meetings. 

Example content
The UK National Threat Level - The current threat to the UK from terrorism is SEVERE an attack is highly likely (as of 30th April 2026). There are five levels of threat used to give a broad indication of the likelihood of a terrorist attack: 

• LOW means an attack is highly unlikely
• MODERATE means an attack is possible, but not likely 
• SUBSTANTIAL means an attack is likely 
• SEVERE means an attack is highly likely 
• CRITICAL means an attack is highly likely in the near future 

These reflect the threat posed by all forms of terrorism (irrespective of the ideology which inspires it) and incorporates the threat from Islamist Terrorism (IT), Extreme Right-Wing Terrorism (ERWT), Left Wing, Anarchist and Single-Issue Terrorism (LASIT) and Northern Ireland Related Terrorism (NIRT) in the UK. Online extremism plays an increasingly prominent role in the way in which radicalisation occurs.

Prevent programme national statistics.
Prevent referrals in year ending 31 March 2025
· 8,517 individuals referred to the Prevent channel programme, 27% increase compared to the previous year (6,922 23/24). The Education sector made the highest number of referrals 3,129 (2,788 24/25), accounting for 36 % of all referrals in this year. 
· Individuals aged 11 to 15 accounted for the largest proportion (3,192; 36%) of the 8,759 referrals to Prevent where age was known. Those aged between 16 to 17 account for the second largest proportion (1,178; 13%) of all referrals.

‘Extreme Right-Wing’ concerns accounted for 21% (1,798) of referrals, higher than those related to ‘Islamist Extremism’ (10%; 870); compared with the previous year, the proportion of referrals for ‘Extreme Right-Wing’ concerns increased (up from 19%; 1,314 of 6,921), while the proportion for ‘Islamist Extremism’ decreased (down from 13%; 913 of 6,921)
Five per cent (469) of referrals were due to concerns regarding ‘Fascination with extreme violence or mass casualty attacks (where no other ideology)’. The ‘Fascination with extreme violence or mass casualty attacks’ category recorded a large increase in referrals in the latest quarter (January to March 2025), rising by 240% compared with the previous quarter (from 82 to 279).

Of all the Channel panel cases adopted in 2024/2025: 

· 1,472 cases were adopted by Channel, with individuals aged between 11 and 15 accounting for 39% of all cases adopted. 
· 9 children under the age of 10 years were adopted by channel panel nationally in 2024/25.
· as in previous years, most referrals where sex was specified (8,525), were for males (7,605; 89%)
· the majority of referrals that went on to be adopted as a Channel case were for ‘Extreme Right-Wing concerns’ (612 out of 1464 (total specified); 42%); while 226 (15%) were for concerns related to ‘Islamist Extremism’. ‘No ideology’ type of concern categories (‘no ideology – other susceptibility to radicalisation identified’ and ‘no ideology identified’) accounted for the largest proportion of referrals (4,917; 56%),
The North Yorkshire Channel panel meets monthly to discuss child and adult referrals and cases adopted to the panel. 

Individuals referred to and supported through the Prevent Programme, April 2024 to March 2025 - GOV.UK

Include Local Context and Risks


	
Risk Area - Leadership and Working in Partnership Arrangements 


	Risk
	Existing Measures
	Risk Rating 
	Proposed Actions 
	Assigned to
	Timescale

	Leadership 
Leaders (including governors) do not understand the requirements of Prevent Statutory Duty.
The duty is not managed or enabled at a sufficiently senior level.

The setting does not place sufficient priority to the Prevent and risk assessment/action plans (or does not have one) and therefore actions to mitigate risks and meet the requirements of the duty are not effective 
	Leaders (including governors) understand the requirements of the Prevent statutory duty and the risks faced by the staff and pupils via training and briefings.  Date of last briefing or evidence in place of training records.

There is a robust safeguarding policy in place that includes Prevent Duty key information regarding terrorism, radicalisation and action to take when there are safeguarding concerns. Updated September 2025

A Prevent Lead is in place, XXXXXX 
SLT lead XXXXX
Safeguarding named governor XXXXX
PSHE lead 
A prevent risk assessment and action is in place which is reviewed every 12 months and includes current national and local risks. XXXXXXXX

Safeguarding compliance is monitored by the DSL, nominated safeguarding governor and via the school Improvement Team. Evidence, Governor visit reports, HT safeguarding reports and School Improvements team and safeguarding visit reports.
	Add colour to this section e.g. green, orange or red.
	Example actions
Prevent risk assessment and action to be reviewed and approved by the governing body, Spring Term 2026.

Safeguarding policy updated Autumn 2025 and shared with all staff and governors. 



	HT/Prevent Lead/ DSL
	XXXX

	Working in Partnership
The school is not fully aware of the national and local risks, does not work with partners, including the Police and Prevent leads to safeguard children vulnerable to radicalisation.

The setting does not co-operate with the local authority Channel Panel where a Prevent referral is adopted by the Panel


	The Prevent Lead / DSL is aware of national and local issues via the local Counter Terrorism 
Local Profile (CTLP).

The Prevent Lead is aware of local prevent referral and channel panel process. 

The Prevent Lead / DSL will share information or attend safeguarding or Channel Panel meetings when required.

The safeguarding policy includes key Prevent contacts and the referral process.

The school has strong partnerships with:
•  NY Safeguarding Children's Partnership
•  DSL / headteacher forums
•  the LADO
•  Community Safety Partnerships
•  Police Prevent Team
•  Channel panel 
•  MAST  
	
	Example actions

For the DSL/Prevent Lead to attend or gain updates from the newly formed local Prevent groups for the Central, East and West area on a quarterly basis. Where local risk will be shared via the CTLP. 

DSL to complete channel training / DfE Prevent duty training. 




	
	

	
Risk Area - Capabilities – staff training and Information sharing arrangements 



	Risk
	Existing Measures
	Risk Rating 
	Proposed Actions 
	Assigned to
	Timescale

	Capabilities 
Staff training
The Prevent lead / DSL has not completed in-depth training of local issues and processes and awareness of extremist and terrorist ideologies.
 
Staff do not recognise the signs of exploitation or vulnerabilities, and the risk of harm is not reported promptly by staff.

Unclear safeguarding procedures in place to ensure those at risk are identified and action is taken.


Information sharing Staff do not share information with relevant partners in a timely manner.
	The Prevent/ DSL has complete training in the last 2 years.  Date of training XXXX
Training includes local issues and awareness of extremist and terrorist ideologies????

All staff have completed Prevent training within the last 2 years and have received an update on local issue. The training includes factors that lead children to supporting ideologies, signs and indicators of radicalisation and actions to take where there are concerns (schools safeguarding procedures)

The effectiveness of training is evaluated on a regular basis - Knowledge checks completed……

All governors have completed Prevent training and have receive a Prevent duty briefings and review the schools Prevent risk assessment action plan. (Evidence minutes of meeting date XX) 

Prevent training and briefings are logged within the schools safeguarding training logs and is reviewed termly. (Evidence training log) 

There is a robust Safeguarding policy in place that includes Prevent Duty key information regarding exploitation, terrorism, radicalisation and action to take when there are concerns. Focus on Notice, check and share approach.

All safeguarding concerns are reported and recorded on CPOMs? These are reviewed in a timely manner by the DSL / Prevent lead with a focus of early intervention or referrals to external agencies. 

The school’s safeguarding policy has clear processes for raising radicalisation concerns and making a Prevent referral. The DSL and DDSL have attended LA DSL referral training.

	
	Example actions 

Prevent training to be reviewed  

Knowledge checks to be complete with staff in the Autumn term.

	
	

	
Risk Area - Reducing Permissive Environments
To reduce exposure to radicalising influences on susceptible audiences


	Risk
	Existing Measures
	Risk Rating 
	Proposed Actions 
	Assigned to
	Timescale

	Building children's resilience to radicalisation
Children and young people being exposed to intolerant or hateful narratives and lack understanding of the risks posed by terrorist organisations and extremist ideologies that underpin them.
	The school provides a safe space in which children and young people can understand and discuss sensitive topics, including terrorism and the extremist ideas that are part of terrorist ideology, and learn how to challenge these ideas.

There is a broad and balanced curriculum in place which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural mental and physical development of students and fundamental British values and community cohesion.

The school embeds fundamental British values into the curriculum, while also ensuring specific discussions can take place in a safe environment.

The school encourages pupils to respect other people, with particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010.

There are opportunities in the curriculum to explore relevant topics, such as in Citizenship and Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE). This includes learning around building positive relationships and the importance of respecting difference, and, for example, taking part in the United Nations Rights Respecting Schools Programme

The PSHE curriculum is monitored by senior leaders through observations, book checks and is quality assured.

Update in line with school curriculum 
	
	Example actions 

To review the Prevent curriculum interventions. Have these been mapped across age ranges and subjects to be completed?

Quality assurance

PSHE attends local network meetings?

Action To review the online safety curriculum and staff training to ensure that misinformation, disinformation (including fake news) and conspiracy theories is included.


	PSHE Lead and DSL/Prevent Lead 
	

	IT and filtering and monitoring systems.
Staff, pupils and visitors being able to access or be exposed to extremist materials via the school network. 

	The designated safeguarding lead takes lead responsibility for safeguarding and child protection (including filtering and monitoring and online safety).

Online Acceptable Use Policy and agreements in place (AUP) for staff and pupils. 

The school has the Smoothwall filtering and monitoring systems in place which is signed up to the Counter-Terrorism Internet Referral Unit list (CTIRU), which blocks harmful content.

The filtering and monitoring system is tested half termly. Outcome of tests are shared with DSL and Governors. TestFiltering.com: Verify your Internet is Filtered | Test Filtering


In the event of a breach on the school IT system, live alerts are sent to the DSL / Prevent Lead to review and taken action when required. 


	
	Example actions 

Filter test to be completed half termly by the IT Lead and the Prevent/DSL lead.

Filter test and notifications to be shared with the governing body. 

	IT Lead / Prevent / DSL 
	Each half term 

	
Risk area - Safeguarding School Premises


	Risk
	Existing Measures
	Risk Rating 
	Proposed Actions 
	Assigned to
	Timescale

	Site Security
Risks and threats from unknown and unvetted visitors. 

	The school has a clear process in place to manage site visitors, including sub-contractors. 

The site is secure with one secure entrance and exit. 

The school has a premises procedure and risk assessment in place.

Leads and staff are aware of Martyn’s Law duty and has appropriate emergency plans in place, including invacuation and lockdown procedures. These procedures are practiced 

	
	
	
	

	Venue Hire 
Ineffective checking processes that could cause risk of potential harm to pupils, staff and user of the events or clubs held on the schools site by the influence of radicalisers. 

	The school has a venue hire policy in place, to ensure that the school’s premises are not used by radicalising influencers.

The school will carry out due diligence checks on the person or organisation who apply to hire the premises. 

Safeguarding checks will be completed in line with DfE guidance Out-of-school settings: safeguarding guidance for providers - GOV.UK


	
	If the school venue does not hire to external parties, grey out this section. 

	
	

	External speakers or visitors
Ineffective vetting processes and supervision measures in place give a platform to radicalise children, young people or adults or spread hateful or divisive narratives.
	The school has a robust procedure for visitors,  to implement and carry out due diligence checks on visitors, speakers, and organisations.

Guest speakers are supervised by a staff member at all times.
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Key Definitions 
· Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
· Radicalisation is the process of a person legitimising support for, or use of, terrorist violence. 
· Terrorism is an action that endangers or causes serious violence to a person/people; causes serious damage to property; or seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. The use or threat must be designed to influence the government or to intimidate the public and is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause.

Further Information
Prevent duty guidance: Guidance for specified authorities in England and Wales 
Prevent duty guidance factsheet – Home Office 
Independent Review of Prevent Factsheet – Home Office 
Prevent duty training - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Key Contacts 
DfE Regional Prevent education coordinator Chris Sybenga 
DfE monthly Prevent newsletter available Sign up here
Free training for DSL and governors via the DfE Regional Prevent education co-ordinators - GOV.UK.

North Yorkshire Council 
Prevent | North Yorkshire Partnerships (nypartnerships.org.uk)
Head of Safer Communities, Odette Robson,odette.robson@northyorks.gov.uk 
Senior Development Officer (Protect & Prepare, Prevent, Hate Crime and Community Cohesion), Lesley Gray, lesley.gray@northyorks.gov.uk
Senior Business Support Officer, Community Safety & CCTV Service, Sarah Glew sarah.glew@northyorks.gov.uk 

Training - Prevent e-learning. - Home Office offer a free e-learning package on Prevent covering:
· Prevent awareness
· Prevent referrals
· understanding Channel
https://www.support-people-vulnerable-to-radicalisation.service.gov.uk/

Understanding channel - An overview of channel support and the Prevent Multi-Agency Panels (PMAP). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/channel-and-prevent-multi-agency-panel-pmap-guidance

Latest news, blogs and resources to help teachers, school leaders and designated safeguarding leads protect students from radicalisation. 
https://signup.es-mail.co.uk/
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